
tilt are instantly recognisable from 

a distance. They are brave. They 

will defend you until they die to 

keep you, their family, safe. They 

are truly canine clowns; they will 

make you laugh and smile when 

you think your world has come to 

an end. So many times when a 

family member has been emotion-

ally upset, whether they are vocal 

about it or grind their teeth qui-

etly, my Boxers are always “in 

their face” making sure all is well. 

When a simple Boxer face check 

doesn’t suffice to help you, he 

will curl up next to you, making 

sure to keep some part of his body 

touching you, until you feel well 

enough to get up and go on. They 

are loyal. They become a part of 

your family and bring their love 

and protection to every member of 

their extended pack. They love to 

hear and see small children play-

ing and squealing in delight, so 

much so that all Boxers I know 

tend to try and make the children 

squeal or laugh again and again. 

They look fierce when you crop 

their ears. But any true Boxer 

lover knows that’s all for show. 

Just watch them try to play with 

any toy that refuses to bounce and 

move on its own. You’ll see a 

Boxer bounce up and down in 

front of this little toy, apparently  

fully expecting it to bounce up off 

the ground as if it was on a tram-

poline and your  Boxer was                                  

Someone once asked 

me, what was so 

special about Boxers 

that they are the only 

breed I chose to 

adopt? I think every 

dog owner/lover has 

their own special 

reason they chose the 

breeds they do. Be 

they pure- bred or 

mutts, each dog 

brings a character of it’s own 

into our life. I happen to feel 

that Boxers bring me into 

their lives. They help me to 

open up my family and in-

clude all of us. There is no 

“them and us” theory with 

Boxers. Everyone is family. 

Allow me to explain. I’ve had 

Boxers in my life since I was 

two years old.  I remember 

watching TV while laying my 

head on my Boxers tummy. 

We were both soaking up the 

sun rays coming through the 

window while we watched 

our favourite TV shows. He 

gave me a feeling of being 

connected to him. It was such 

a peaceful feeling. No reser-

vations, no complaints, no 

demands on me…except to be 

there with him. I’ve carried 

that feeling from those days in 

the sun, with me through my 

entire life.  It’s been a life-

saving feeling at times.  I al-

ways felt safe, warm and 

happy when we were together. 

Now this may sound corny to a lot 

of people. I make no excuses for 

my descriptive use of words here. 

When you walk through your day 

and every thought and action in-

cludes someone at your side every 

step of the way, and you know 

instinctively that this special 

someone; without thinking, would 

jump in front of any threat to you, 

do anything possible to make you 

happy and content, well there is 

no better feeling on earth. When I 

read the written details about a 

Boxer’s personality traits, I al-

ways smile. The writers always 

get the technical stuff down pat. 

But it’s how they make you feel 

that you can only experience in 

person, up close and personal. 

They are all the things written in 

text books, and then some. They 

are proud. They stand tall when 

you’re going on a walk and they 

spot a canine or human coming 

your way. That broad chest, pow-

erful stance and well-defined head 

A Boxer In My Life By Kelly Graham 

Boxer Shorts   
BRO Newsletter 
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ADOPT ED :  

Yasmin            

ADOPTED by 

Kathryn L Dec. 29.  

 

Taya - ADOPTED 

by Terri F  Dec. 27.  

 

Jake  - ADOPTED 

by Natalie B Dec. 

18. 

 

Max PERMANENT 

FOSTER  to   Jill E  

Tess -  ADOPTED 

by Brittney B  Dec. 

13 

Gus  - ADOPTED 

by Peter G Dec. 13  

Max - ADOPTED 

by Irene L   Dec. 11  

Bella - ADOPTED 

by Jean S Dec. 18 

Patches - 

ADOPTED by   

Colleen W Dec. 6  

Scout ð ADOPTED 

by Daphne K       

Dec. 13 

Continued on page 2 
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Donõt 

forget To  

Save your 

Cdn. Tire  

Money for 

BRO 

A Boxer in my Life continued from page 1 by Kelly Graham 

Up for Adoption 

Doggie Ice Cream       by Allison Metcalfe 

when he was living in the back-
yard. Good with other dogs 
although unsure at first meet-
ing. Cats unknown. Has some 
food aggression. Sandra 
(Welland) fostering. 

Fariha   - 2? year old spayed 
brindle female. Excellent 
with other dogs. Cats un-
known. Jill  (Cobourg) fos-
tering. 

Champ   - 8-year-old neutered, 
fawn, male. On the smaller side. 
Good with some other dogs but 
not all. Great with cats, kids. Liz  
(Kitchener) fostering. 

Clifford   - 8-year-old intact fawn 
male. Surrendered by his owner 

Meeka  - 2 year old flashy fawn 
female. Intact and present in 
heat so cannot be spayed for 3 
months. Good with other dogs. 
Cats unknown. Jan Coyle 
(London) fostering. 

Cooper  - 3 year old neutered 
brindle male. Good with other 
dogs and cats but not young 
children. Nancy  (Toronto) fos-
tering 

ter how they were brought 

up, no matter how indiffer-

ent one owner is towards 

them, no matter how abused 

they may have been in an-

other house, they will      

always give their new fam-

ily 100% of their heart and 

soul. When the weight of the 

world and life in general 

become almost too much to 

bear, my Boxer is at my side 

to shoulder some of that 

load for me, and keep me 

smiling. I think I’ll go watch 

a cartoon now and enjoy the 

very special company of my 

best friend. 

bouncing on one side of the 

trampoline to get the toy to 

launch itself in the air. All 

the while his tongue is hang-

ing out the side of his mouth. 

When the toy doesn’t 

move, he tilts his head in 

consternation. That’s a 

good word that one…

consternation. They truly 

do look confused when the 

toy of choice decides not 

to play with them. No mat-

B O X E R  S H O R T S    

Ingredients: 

 

2 cups Vanilla Yogurt 

1 Banana (mashed) 

2 tablespoons Honey 

2 tablespoons Smooth Peanut Butter 

 

Directions: 

 

Blend all ingredients together and freeze overnight in an ice cube tray. Serve ice cream cubes 

plain or garnish with a dollop of peanut butter. 
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BOXERS ARE THE BEST 
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ACROSS  

1. animal heaven 

 

4. canine jewellery 

 

6. what your Boxer gives 

freely  

 

8. avoid this when cutting 

nails 

 

9. it's what BRO members do 

 

10. word that describes BRO 

volunteers 

 

14. affectionate name for our 

dogs 

 

16. it's what BRO members 

are 

 

17. type of boxer 

 

18. canine beautician 

 

19. doggie playground  

DOWN  

2. happy end to fostering 

 

3. boxers have unique ones 

 

5. dreaded heart ailment 

 

7. doggy doctor 

 

10. single colored boxer 

 

11. means to support BRO 

 

12. another word for friend 

 

13. doggy hotel 

 

15. boxer family tree  
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Order your  

Ribbon Magnet 

Today !! 

Holistic Cracked Paw Care  By Jan Coyle 

Beef Stew  By Allison Metcalfe 

B O X E R  S H O R T S    

Ingredients: 

1 (16 ounce) can low sodium beef broth 

2 teaspoons garlic, minced 

2 carrots, chopped 

2 stalks celery, chopped 

1 cup peas 

1 cup steak, cubed and cooked 

2 tablespoons cold water 

1/2-1 teaspoon cornstarch 

 

Directions: 

Bring broth, and garlic powder to a boil. Add vegetables and beef. Simmer 20 minutes. Com-

bine cold water and cornstarch. Stir into stew. 

As the owner of a small holistic pet shop, I am frequently asked to recommend natural remedies for routine 

health issues.  In this issue of Boxer Short I am happy to share with you some of my favourites for paw pad 

cracks.  Please note, that these remedies are intended to complement veterinary advise, not replace it.   

  

 Presentation   Your dog's paw pads are rough, crusty, cracked, or swollen 

                        They are red and swollen near the nail bed 

                        She/he is limping on one or more pads. 
 

 Veterinarians usually treat cracked paw pads with lotions, oils, or paw balms and that is the best way to help 

them heal. However, often the cracks are the result of hidden problems that are not so easily seen or identified 

on physical examination.  Cracked paw pads are often caused by a zinc, selenium or fatty acid deficiency in 

the diet. Therefore, supplementing your dog's food will facilitate healing.   Zinc strengthens the skin and helps 

it heal more quickly. Selenium boosts the immunity so that the body is better able to heal itself, and fatty ac-

ids help to build and maintain the membranes of the skin cells and reduce inflammation.   Vitamin E improves 

circulation, strengthens immunity and helps prevent parasites or infections from cracking the paw pads. 

 

Dogs with internal problems like infections can lose tremendous amounts of water from their bodies, causing 

the paw pads to crack.  Chinese medicines containing rehmannia root can strengthen the organs and help pre-

vent moisture loss.  Rehmannia root is used in many different formulas. When cracked paws are caused by 

kidney problems, for example your holistic vet may recommend Rehmannia 6.  If lung problems are to blame, 

your dog may require Rehmannia Schizandra.  Be sure to talk to your vet or herbalist before commencing 

treatment with Chinese medicines.  

Yet another remedy for stopping infections is the herb pau d'arco, tabebuia impetiginose.  Pau d' arco contains 

a natural substance called quechua that kills fungi, bacteria, and some viruses.  Combine equal parts of pau 

d'arco tincture and a carrier oil (sunflower, sweet almond oil) and apply this mixture to the pads once a day 

until the cracks start to heal.  

 

Strengthen the immune system with acupressure.  Infections or infestations with parasites can cause the pads 

to thicken, crack, or bleed.  Use acupressure to boost immunity and help the body resist the organisms that are 

causing the cracks.  Three important points for immunity are:  SP6, located on the inside rear of the back legs 

just above the hock, BL20, located beside the spine directly between the last two ribs; and LI11, located on 

the outside of the front legs at the elbow crease.  Press each of the points for 60 seconds several times a day 

until the cracks heal.  

 
Lastly, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. Be sure to check your dog's paws as a routine part of 

his/her care.    
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created quite an uproar from 

The Toronto Humane Society, 

Burlington Humane Society  
etc. who have been success-

fully providing welfare for ani-
mals for many years, and 

were adamant that they con-
tinue to carry their names.  

The Bill was later amended to 

allow those groups who ex-
isted prior to April 2008 to 

maintain their names.  While 
these organizations operate 

independently of the OSPCA, 

which is confusing for some 
members of the public, there 

was an excessive amount of 
time devoted to this matter 

while the Bill was deliberated 
in the House, which may have 

been better spent addressing 

the concerns of other groups. 
"In our view, Bill 50 is simply 

the beginning of an ongoing 
series of changes to modern-

ize existing animal welfare 

laws," says Hugh Coghill, 
Chief Inspector for the Ontario 

SPCA. "There is much more 
work that needs to be done. 

The Ontario SPCA will con-

tinue to be a leader in future 
amendments to animal wel-

fare legislation to ensure that 
ongoing positive changes oc-

cur, and that our network of 
Ontario SPCA Communities 

continue to speak as one 

strong and united voice for 
animal welfare across the 

province.  "The new law 
mends many of the loopholes 

in the Ontario SPCA Act," says 

Kate McDonald, CEO of the 
Ontario SPCA "We are pleased 

with the  support we have re-
ceived from the government 

and their recognition of the 
importance of animal welfare 

across this province." 

Consider all of the horrific stories that 

weôve all heard of companion animal 
abuse, as well as the fact that Ontario 

has more roadside zoos than all other 
provinces combined, yet it is the only 

province that does not require a li-
cense to keep exotic wildlife or set 

public safety requirements for zoos. 

The new Bill, despite 
some of itôs faults, will 

ultimately go further to 
protect the rights of 

óthose who cannot speak 

for themselvesô, and for 
them, every little bit 

counts. 
The preamble to Bill C-

50, found on www.e-
laws.on.ca, says it best. 

The people of Ontario 
and their government:   
Believe that how we 
treat animals in On-
tario helps define our 
humanity, morality and compassion 
as a society;  
Recognize our responsibility to pro-
tect animals in Ontario;   
Acknowledge the work of the On-
tario Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals and its commit-
ment and dedication to animal pro-
tection;   
Appreciate that an effective and 
progressive approach is required to 
continue to provide the best possi-
ble protection of animals in On-
tario.  
It seems that, to the best of their 
ability, our government is on itôs 
way to achieving what we all hope 
for ï a loving, appropriate home 
for all animals. 
 
 

 

In all of the research this writer 

has conducted about this issue, 

the main point conveyed is that 
this new Bill will bring the laws for 

the protection of animals in On-
tario ñfrom worst to firstò among 

the Canadian provinces.   
Bill C-50 reached Royal Assent on 

November 18, 2008, essentially 

meaning that the Bill is soon to 
become law, without further legis-

lative debate.  What does this 
mean for the animals?  The laws 

governing the OSPCA until this 

time were created in 1919, and 
have seen few changes since 

then.  The most important 
changes that will now be imple-

mented include :  

¶ Making it a provincial offence 

to cause distress to an animal; 

¶ Stiffer penalties, including jail 

terms, fines up to $60,000 and 

lifetime bans on animal owner-
ship; 

¶ Inspection rights at facilities 

where animals are kept for sale or 

exhibit;  

¶ Banning animal fighting;  

Allowing the Society to apply for 

custody of an animal victim while 
the case is still in the courts; pre-

venting the Society from having to 
return an animal to the owner.  
Generally, these are improve-

ments that all animal welfare sup-
porters have been seeking for 

many years.  Many organizations 
have been involved in the process 

of bringing this Bill to itôs final 
stages, including the CKC, OSPCA, 

WSPCA and the Toronto Humane 

Society.  The initial version of the 
Bill created extensive, widely criti-

cized debate about naming, more 
specifically that no organization 

other than the OSPCA shall bear 

the name ñhumane societyò which 

Bill C -50 ï Ontarioôs new Animal Protection Act 

By Erica Garven 

DONõT 

FORGET 

FEBRUARY 

15TH FOR 

THE 50/50 

DRAW 

http://www.e-laws.on.ca
http://www.e-laws.on.ca


All About Pets Show  

April 10 -12th 2009  

BRO Raffle Spring 

2009 

 

Toronto Sportsmanõs 

Show 

March 13 -15th, 2009  

Animal House Calls  

April 28th, 2009  

 

Woofstock June 12 and 13 

2009 

16 Arden Crescent 

Scarborough, ON M1L 3R5 

For General inquiries, Foster Program, 

Director of Intake Contact: 

Linda Lloyd 519-827-6939 

 

Director of Adoption: 

Barb Maclean 416-750-4709 

 

Director of Fundraising: 

Roma Davis 705-786-1531 

Boxer Rescue Ontario is a non -profit organization of 

volunteers dedicated to placing homeless boxers in 

loving homes and promoting responsible pet owner-

ship in and around Ontario. We are an affiliate of 

Boxer Rescue Canada  and work with other rescue 

groups, shelters, veterinarians, breeders, and the 

public to achieve these goals.  

The dogs we rescue are usually homeless through no 

fault of their own. Generally, they are either surren-

dered to us directly by their previous owners or come 

to us through shelters which are happy for any help 

they can get. They are given up or dumped for various 

reasons though with boxers it is rarely temperament 

related.  

Once in our program the boxers are placed in foster 

homes where they are assessed and provided with any 

needed medical attention. In addition to assessing the 

dogs we spend a lot of time and effort to assess poten-

tial homes. Each dog is an individual and once we 

have a good idea of its special needs we will match it 

with its new permanent family. To promote responsi-

ble pet ownership all rescue dogs are placed either 

spayed/neutered, or under signed contract to have it 

done.  

Boxer Rescue Ontario  

Upcoming events 

Until there are non RESCUE one!!!  

Whatõs Going On by Heather Young 

Welcome our new BRO 

Members: 

Valerie Evans from Mount 

Bridges, Ontario 

Christina Benkel from     

London, Ontario 

Birthdays:         

Christine Doyle Gustyn - January 

25th, will be 56 years old  her 

Boxer Roxanne will be 11 on 

January 7th         

Anniversaries: 

Jan 22nd 2007 - Gabriel who was 

renamed Ty was adopted by Jan 

Coyle  

http://www.boxerrescuecanada.org/

